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In the spring of 1581-2, aged sixteen and a half, when visiting his cousin
Henry Earl of Huntingdon, Lord President of York, Essex wrote to Burghley in
English :
" My very good Lord.
" As I was sorry that your Lordships sudden departure to the Court at my coming from
London, hindered me of doing that duty which I was both desirous and ready at your
Lordship's house to have performed, though I came too late : so failing of that opportunity,
I would, as soon as I could send by post, recommend my service unto your Lordship by
letters. And as your Lordship's favour to me maketh me not to doubt of the welcome
thereof, so by God's grace I will never fail of that nor any other duty to your Lordship, And
so I humbly commit your Lordship to the tuition of the Almighty.
" York this xii of March 1581.
" Your Lordship's assured at command
"R. ESSEX."i
(It was on this occasion that Huntingdon instituted an archery competition :
" These matches, you shall understand,
The Earl of Essex took in hande
Against the good Earle of Cumberlande,"
which sports were the theme of a " New Yorkshyre Song."2)
One of the few boyish letters of Essex to Burghley which has been published,
was written during another visit to his cousin Huntingdon. (He had taken his
degree at Cambridge in the interval)
" My very good Lord.
" I hope your L(ordship) in courtesy will pardon my youth, if I have, through want of
experience, in some sort passed die bounds of frugality. I cannot but embrace with duty your
L(ordship's) good counsel, whose love I have effectually proved, and of whose care of my
well doings I am thoroughly well persuaded. I do beseech your good L(ordship), notwith-
standing the lapse of my youth, still to continue a loving friend unto me, as I will acknow-
ledge myself in all duty bound to your L(ordship). Thus I humbly commit your L(ordship)
to the tuition of the Almighty.
" York this i3th Dec,, 1582.
" Your L(ordship's) most humbly at commandment,
"R. ESSEX."'
This of itself should have sufficed to show the affectionate terms on which
Essex stood with his guardian; and it would hardly be possible for a boy of sixteen
to write a more graceful apology for not yet having learnt perfectly to keep within
his allowance. But the Hon. W. B. Devereux, in Queen Victoria's day, introduced
it with the words, " thus early had his prodigal habits begun to develop themselves ";
1 Spelling modernised from orig; holog: Lansdowne 34. art. 6, £.15. Unpublished. Addressed "To
die right honourable my very good L, and Patron the L Burghley L. highe Treason of England."
Docketed 12 Martij. 1581. The Erie of Essex to my L, Sends his respects to his LordsP from
 2	Street ballad, 1582.  In extenso, E.E. V, pp. 113-117,
 3	Lansdowne MS. 36. 12.  (Devereux's Earls of Essex, 1853, Vol. I, p. 171).  Italics now added.

